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Virtual field trips

Taking students on a virtual field trip is a great way to spark their  
interests and motivate their learning in a specific content area. While 
field trips offer a great learning opportunity, they can be hard to  
organize and time consuming. So, what are virtual field trips?

Virtual field trips are interactive Web-based experiences that guide 
students through an exploration of content about themes, such as 
a specific place or time. Virtual field trips can offer students more  
opportunities because you can take them to places they wouldn’t  
normally be able to go to otherwise - like inside a volcano or ocean 
floor! In addition, virtual field trips may even boost students’ reading 
comprehension skills and will expose them to different cultures and 
environments. 

Although virtual field trips may not offer the same sensory  
experience as being the physical location, they do have advantages  
over traditional on-site field trips. One advantage is the freedom students are given to move at their own pace, or that  
students have the time to explore the virtual environment with as much detail as they want - reading and interacting 
with the content at a pace that is appropriate for them.  Additionally, by encouraging students to explore topics related 
to their own depth of interest, they are given the opportunity to take control of their own learning, making it a more  
meaningful experience. And guess what? You and your students can revisit these field trips over and over, providing many  
opportunities to review and explore!

Tips for Virtual Field Trips:
Take our “• Conduct Virtual Field Trips” Lesson! Learn how you can create your own virtual field trips.
Stay safe! Make sure all of the sites are appropriate for students. • 
Plan ahead! Setting up your first virtual field trip will take time. Or you could use one that is already available for you • 
online. 
Have a goal! Make sure the purpose is clearly defined.• 
Continue the lesson offline! Supplement the trip by bringing in hands-on props - food, music, artifacts, etc. • 
Give it a dry run! Make sure all links and web pages are working prior to the day of the field trip.• 
Leave the work to them! As an assignment, have groups of students create their own virtual field trips and share • 
them with the class. Then YOU can use those field trips in the years to come. 

Use Virtual Field Trips as:
The basis of collaborative assignments. • 
An individual assignment to foster an existing interest in a content area.• 
An avenue to further explore a content area.• 
An entire class where you walk through the field trip on a projector or interactive white board. • 

Virtual Field Trips Online Lesson:
“Conduct Virtual Field Trips”• 

Virtual field trips are a great way to engage and encourage interaction in the classroom - whatever the subject matter 
may be!
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